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u ^ :ic ' which guide pina are engageable into the center holes of 
v ^ tte. information discs from above and from below, respectively. 



REMARKS 

The Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above 
anendment and reconsideration in view of the amendment and the 
fci lowing remarks. 

Notice that in UK patent publication GB2296811A, as shown in 
ficjre 2, the position of player 17 is not in any way between the 
access position of disc 23 and the storage position of tray 12. 

The claims are definite and distinguished from the citations 
and Applicant respectfully requests the allowance of all claims. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit any 
overpayment or charge any fee (except the issue fee) including 
fe =■::=» for any required extension of time, to Account No. 14-1270. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Michael E. Belk, Reg. 
Patent Attorney 
(914) 333-9643 
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1. (twice amended) A changer apparatus for information discs, 
ccrr prising: 

- a stacking unit for stacking at least two information discs 
in .respective stacking positions, 

- a read/write.. unit for reading information stored on the | 
in£;>rmation discs and/or writing information on the information 
die. 2s in a play position, 

- an eject position at which an information disc can be 
re .roved from the apparatus, and further comprising 

transport means for transport ing ©£■ the information discs 
fxa the eject position into a loading position of the stacking 
uni.: along a curve- shaped loading path^_ 

and in which the play po sition is between the eject position 
an 1 the loading position . 

Caa ::el claim 2 . 

3. (twice amended) A - change g The apparatus aa claim e d in aj[ Claim | 
1, .-/herein the play position is offset from a direct connecting 
lins between the loading position and the eject position. 

4. (twice amended) A chang e r The apparatus ao claimed in gf Claim | 
l, ./herein the play position is disposed on the loading path. 

5. (twice amended) A chang e*? The apparatus qq claimed in of claim 

4, further comprising a first transport mechanism for transpose 
^ r-ransportinq the information discs between the eject position, 
ths> play position, and the loading position, and a second 

tra tsport mechanism for transport of the information discs from 
th'f -loading ^ position into the stacking positions of the stacking 
uni - -, the first transport mechanism being adapted to move the 
information discs in the loading plane and the second transport 
me;itanism being adapted to move the information discs in a 
stacking direction oriented vertically with respect to the 
loj.iing plane. 

6. twice amended) A changer The apparatus ao claimed in of Claim | 

5, /herein the first transport mechanism comprises at least a 
fir. it and a second guide for the disc edge of the information 
di;3.', which guide, is grooved and is movable in the loading plane, 
thi second guide comprising at least one rotationally drivable 
fi : ;t transport wheel. 

7. : twice amended) The apparatus as claimed in of Claim 6, I 
whii.-ein: 1 

the first guide is a passive supporting guide, 
there is provided a third guide comprising a second 
tra , sport wheel, 

there is provided a passive supporting guide as a fourth 
gu:.>ie, : 
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Che first, the second, the third and the fourth guide 
ccr.srise pivotal arms which are supported at one end and which 
are pivotable in the loading plane, 

the first, the second, the third and the fourth guide are 
prs -loaded towards the curve-shaped loading path, 

the first transport wheel is essentially adapted to move the 
information discs between the eject position and a transfer 
position and the second transport wheel is essentially adapted to 
mcv3 the information discs from the transfer position into the 
loading position. 

8. {twice amended) A change L n The apparatus as claimed in of Claim 
7, ./herein the first and the third guide are mounted on a common 
pi v Dt . 

9. (twice amended) A changer The apparatus aa claim e d da of Claim 
7, therein a read/write unit is movably supported on a chassis 
pla^e of the apparatus. 

10. {twice amended) A changes The apparatus aa claimed i -a of 

CI sim 9, wherein the read/write unit comprises a base plate and a 
lasir mounting plate, the base plate and the laser mounting plate 
ar; coupled by means of dampers, the base plate is slidably 
moji-ited on the chassis plate, and the laser mounting plate 
ca cries a clamping device for clamping the information disc in 
thr play position and an optical unit for reading information 
stD.'ed on the information disc. 

XI. (twice amended) A changer The apparatus as claimed in of 
Cl.3 ..m 9, wherein the read/write unit is movable into the play 
position in the vertical direction. 

12. (twice amended) A change ai 1 The apparatus aa claimed in of 
CliLm 9, wherein in the play position the first, second, third 
ani fourth guides are pivoted away from the disc edge of the 
in : -.irmation disc, '. and the pivoting away of the guides is 
co.icrolled by the<.base plate of the read write unit or a sliding 
pi. i e . 



13 . (twice amended) A changer The apparatus qo claim e d in of 
Cl.i.m 1, wherein 

the stacking unit comprises at least two holder compartments 
for holding one information disc each, 

the holder compartments are coupled to at least one threaded 
sp . idle and are movable into a vertical direction by rotation of 
th'3 spindles, 

there is provided an upper stacking zone and a lower 
st.i :king zone in the stacking unit for stacking the holder 
con; iartments, 

the loading position is in a central zone between the upper 
ami the lower stacking zone. 
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one of Che holder compartments is each time movable into Che 
leading position by rotation of the spindles, and the transport 
meaas are adapted to move the information disc from the holder 
cc apartment, which is in the loading position, into Che play 
pc£ i.tion and into' che eject position. 

14. (twice amended) A change* 1 The apparatus aa claimed in of 
Claim 13, wherein in the axial direction of the spindles the 
cencral zone has spacing zones at both sides of the loading 
pcsi-Cion, which spacing zones define an axial spacing between che 
holier compartment in its loading position and the axially 
adjacent holder compartments in their stacking positions. 

15. (twice amended) A changer The apparatus cto claimed in of 
ClsLm 13, wherein the average screwthread pitch of the spindles 
in :he loading position is smaller than the average screwthread 
pic::h in the upper and che lower stacking zone. 



16. (twice amended) ft change r The apparatus as claimed in of 
CliLm 13, wherein the screwthread pitch of the spindles in the 
lolling position is essentially zero. 

17. (twice amended) ft- changer The apparatus as claimed in of 
Cliim 13, wherein 1 - the average screwthread pitch in the spacing 
20^2S is greater than the average screwthread pitch in the upper 
ani che lower stacking zone. 

18. (twice amended) A changer The apparatus aa claim e d i « of 
Claim 13, wherein there is provided a lower and an upper guide 
pi i for guiding the information discs into che holder 
co:n;.a.rtmencs of the scacking unit, which guide pins are 
enjLgeable into the center holes of che informacion discs from 
above and from below, respeccively . 
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